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HonoluluCity Council
Room202, 530 SouthKing St. hi:

Honolulu,Hawai’i, 96813. Fax 808-527-6910

RE:.RESOLUTION05-019APPROVINGTHE SALE OF AN EASEMENT
WITHIN NU’UANU PALl DRIVE FORA PRIVATE WATERLINE FORFIRE
PROTECTIONPURPOSES.

To theMembersof theHonolulu City Council,

We the undersignedurgeyou to opposeHonoluluCity Council Resolution05-019,
which approvesthe saleof an easementwithin Nu’uanu Pali Drive for a privatewaterline
for fire protectionpurposesfor the following reasons:

Preservationof ArchaeologicalandCulturally SacredSites

I. Kaniakapupu,the famoussummerresidenceof King KamehamehaIII sitson
Luakaha,in upperNu’uanuvalley is known to beoriginally Crownlands. This
importantarchaeologicalandhistoric site is locatedjust maukaof the Robert
Midkiff property(Tax Map Key No. 2-2-55:4).

2. Thisarchaeologicalsite pre-datestheKamehamehaDynastyas an ancientheiau,
andwas the locationfor the final standof O’ahu chiefs in the battleof Nu’uanu,
in which Kamehamehaunified the HawaiianIslands.It is atthis very locale this
conceptof ea, (life, sovereignty)was consolidatedanda Hawaiiannational
identity wasborn.

3. In the 1840 s, KamehamehaIII, Kauikeaoulibuilt hissummerhomeon this land
areaon the adviceof a prophetnamedLu’au-nui-a-lepokapO,whowarnedhim
that he was in dangerof losinghis Kingdom to foreignpowers. By Februaryof
1843,the prophet’spredictionprovedcorrectas KamehamehaIII wasforced to
cede the HawaiianIslandsunderprotestto the British Governmentovera land
dispute.

4. On July 31, 1843 underthe directionof the Queenof England,Admiral Thomas
restoredthe sovereigntyof Hawai’i backto KamehamehaIII. It is duringthis
time that KaniakapUpUbecomesthe settingfor oneof the most interestingevents
in Hawaiian history,with the declarationof SovereigntyRestorationDay or La
Ho’iho’i Ea- Kaniakapupuwas the locationof the largest‘aha ‘ama,or
celebrationfeastsin Hawaiian history that took placeon July 31, 1843,with an
estimatedten thousandpeoplein attendance.This eventwas commemoratedfour

yearslateron the sameday in 1847 with an evenlargerturn out.
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5. By this time it becameclearto KamehamehaIII, Kauikeaouli,thatthe prophet
wascorrectin telling him to build his homeon this location. By havinghis
sovereigntyrestorationcelebrationhere,peoplewereremindedof his statusand
theaccomplishmentsof his father. Also, by makingwise decisionsin a critical
momentin historyhe strengthenedpublic opinionof himselfandrestoredthe faith
of thepeoplein the government.

6. It is during this timethat he saidthefamouswords “Ua mauke eao ka ‘amai
ka pono,”meaningthe life of the land is perpetuatedby ~ Ponois a concept
that encompassesa largerideaof“correct behavior.”

7. TodayKaniakapupuis asymbolof hopefor our peoplethatwe will onedayend
the occupationof the U.S. overourhomelandandagainbe recognizedas an
independentstate. Underthe stewardshipof ‘Aha Hui Malama o Kaniakapupu,
this historically significantsite hasbeenincorporatedinto andusedby many
educationalprogramswhich includebut are not limited to Kamakakuokalani
Centerfor HawaiianStudies,Kua’anaStudentServices,KamehamehaSchools,
HalauKu Mana,Na PuaNo’eau:Centerfor Gifted andTalentedHawaiian
Children.

8. This historically significantsite is locatedjust maukaof thewaterlineeasementof
concern.Becauseof its layeredhistory, it is importantfor us to protectand
preserveintegrity of this sacredsite as awhole, including the heiaufoundations,
historicalarchitecture,dry stonemasonrywalls,pits, wailele(waterfall), ki’owai
(pond), burial mounds,andregainproperkanakamaoli accessandpractitioner
useof the grounds.

Violation of 1989Land UseCommission

I. Hui Mãlamahasfiled a legal casebeforethe Hawai’i SupremeCourt regarding
the subdivisionandwhetherthe Midkiffs havesatisfiedall the conditionsimposed
by the Land UseCommissionandCity & Council of Honolulu’sUnilateral
AgreementDeclarationof Condition Rezoningfrom Watersheddesignationto
Residential.VariousLand UseCommissionandCity UnilateralAgreement
conditionshavebeenviolated. The violated conditionsareas follows:

2. TheMidkiffs who own the adjacentpropertyhasrequestedto purchasean
easementnearly2,000sq. ft. of public landspanningNu’uanuDrive Pali, for a
privatewaterlinerepresentedthat theywould subdividetheirpropertyfor family
purposes,but insteadhaveplacedthe propertyon thecommercialmarket.This
intentwasclearlyshownin a March2003websiteadvertisementfor opensale of
half-interestof 2.3 acresof this propertyfor $12 million. Higher 2005
assessmentsplacethe marketvalueof this halfof the propertyatonly 3.9million.



3. Suchsalesfor commercialprofit violate theMidkiffs agreementwith the 1989
LandUseCommission’sruling and theCity CouncilsConditionalAgreementthat
thepropertywasto be subdividedonly for homesoftheowner’schildren.

4. The propertyowners’applicationfor subdivisiondid not meetthe 2-year
requirementafterthe dateof the rezoningordinance.

5. The applicationpropertyowner’s 1995 archaeologicalsurveyandreporthave
seriousflaws accordingto notedHawaii archaeologistDr. KehauCachola-Abad.

6. The propertyownersdid not meetthe City & Countyof Honolulu’spark
dedicationrequirement.

7. Approval of thesaleofthis easementwill sendthewrong messsageto thecourt
that theCity Council is validating thesubdivisionandthe Midkiffs havesatisified
all conditionsimposedby the Land UseCommission.

8. FormerMayorJeremyHarris’ administrationcircumventedthe legal processof
approvingsaleof the easementwithin Nu’uanuPall Drive, per thelegal counsel
of the City Council in the Office of City CouncilServices. Easementapproval
mustbe deliberatedandgrantedby the City beforepermittingthe installationof a
waterlineby the Departmentof Planningand Permitting,a City administrative
agency. A violation of this processleavesthe City andCountyof Honolulu
liable to be sued.

We feel that theMidkiffs havemisrepresentedtheir reasonsfor requestto purchasethe
easementanddid not follow the correctproceduresrequiredby law. By sellingthis
easement,it will aid in the commercialdevelopmentof this areaandin turn affect the
well beingof a historicalandcultural site heldsacredby the largercommunity. A letter
hasbeensentper Ho’omalu i ka ‘amao Nu’uanuto Mr. HenryEng, directoroftheCity
& Countyof Honolulu’sDepartmentofPlanningandPermittingrequestingan
investigationfor apparentviolationsfor the City’s ConditionalAgreementfor
subdivision.

For thesereasons,wearehumbly askingyou to opposeResolution05-019.

Respectfully,

[The undersignedpetitionas listed]
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,-w Kaniakapupu

Kaniakapupu, Kamehameha Ill’s Summer Residence
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We, the undersigned, oppose Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the sale of an
easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.

Name -. Signat~e1., Address Email
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pall Drive.

~cc~MaUldi’? ( 57V5

~*~$TIRISWaa
çyb~~_

~th.•HL ?.

k( ~ Aeh~?~(e~-Vtac€A*~/’~V~

~a~zcc7t_T
ç~~j

iRITLft!~iit\.IT~..

•

i777~7.7t~z•~A_~3

/bL/St - Vtc~~Lc/~>z

, -

ic~C~Ac;~

Th . ,—~ • T77I ,~ •

.

—

cx-w a s tI&77-6

~/,/—

~ (5s

~pñtS±~°
cT~c~

~ I\LD/k)6C~u

/

1. T :( ,/L_-r

-

~q7_ii~2f~L4_±iT
•~~~___

~ iLI
~/ ZLo-g~cEJL

~l(/~1,/~~4PA ‘/67fl

t2-4-l ~ w rv~rt. SF- 9&~Y’1S

393V~~/L1~ ~/7

AE~12ii~t&44

\~i~ki8~~t~t(O~

2~S____
7?5 4í~i~et~~,cF’k~2.~

oQc~r€k~~~

~

~k~~ju

(aiucu.i (~f~ •~-M U ~~€i



We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu~uanu,on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nuuanu, on Pali Drive.

N4L ~*.

‘~i6~Vc~

0/’

‘I

Si-. k.jcof~t. (
1

ItC5’&<~ fXJIcACS (2
ttO~..cAt~~

1
‘~l—j

‘~ç Li /7• (2\( cc4~(° Lo~”Ot’~

~4i~n~ • •.,•~/i~ ~ ~ /

~ ,:~••~±~/~ _

aw~C UHoici~••?J

Z~5SSDote 51—.
4c~cc I

)~. :•c•a•~••~

W\t~4Uv~~t.JA.~Z.&

:2 .•.t~ ~1~/ -, 5b/~a/f••(~••~~I•12:.

/1(1 a/ , ~/.r..

shee4t f®1&t210
ccic~~si-

honolulu, Hi ~
¶se~t~4u.th~J.e~ffwLD[QLJ
~

kcd~ti.~I.A -i ióE3~.2



We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
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sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in oppositipn of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.
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We the signed below are in opposition of Honolulu City Council Resolution 05-019 regarding the
sale of an easement within Nu’uanu, on Pali Drive.

Name iijiatur Address Email
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